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Dur ing  the  a l rnos t  5O yea rs  (179 f - f846 )  when  Ar l i ng ton  ( then  known
as  A lexandr ia  Coun ty ) ,  was  a  pa r t  o f  t he  Na t iona l  Cap i ta l  C i t y ,  t he
Federa l  D i s t r i c t  o f  Co lunb ia ,  t h i s  a rea  was  und is t rubed  wood land .
The  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  Co lumb ian  Tu rnp ike  i n  1801  d id  l i t t l e  t o
change  i t s  cha rac te r .  Bu t  beg inn ing  r i gh t  a f te r  t h i s  a rea  was
re t roceeded  back  to  the  S ta te  o f  V i rg in ia  i n  1846 ,  many  r rNor the rne rs
- -  a t t rac ted  to  the  a rea  because  o f  i t s  easy  marke t  access ,  i t s
c l ima te ,  and  the  l ow  land  p r i ces  wh ich  made  specu la t i on  p ro f i t ab le  - -
began  to  buy  up  l a rge  t rac ts  o f  l and  i n  ou r  Coun ty .

The  Corbe t t  f an i l y  o f  Co rbe t t ,  New York ,  acqu i red  seve ra l  hundred
ac res  du r ing  the  1850s .  One  o f  t he  " c lan " ,  F rank  Corbe t t  owned
162  ac res  on  the  Eas t  s ide  o f  Fou r  M i l e  Run ,  no r th  o f  t he
Co lumb ian  Tu rnp ike .  I n  1892 ,  he  subd iv ided  pa r t  o f  t h i s  f a rn ,  and
changed  the .  ra i l r oad  s tops  name to  "Corbe t t " .  The  o rg ina l  p la t  f o r
the Town of Corbett  shows 5 streets -  4 running North-South and
I  Eas t -Wes t .  On Iy  a  few  hones  were  e rec ted .  I n  1903 ,  t he  Co fbe t t
f a rm v ras  so ld  to  Mrs .  Abb ie  Fox ,  whose  son - in - l aw ,  S tephan  lY r igh t ,
changed  the  name o f  t he  f l edg l i ng  conmun i t y  t o  "Ba rc ro f t " .

Doc to r  John  Woo ive r ton  Barc ro f t  came to  th i s  a rea  i n  1849 .  He
a lso  owned  land  i n  Fa i r f ax  Coun ty .  A t  t he  ou tb reak  o f  t he  C iv i l
War ,  D r ,  Ba rc ro f t  re tu rned  to  h i s  home in  New Je rsey ,  and  rena ined
the re  un t i l  t he  1880s .  I {hen  he  re tu rned  to  ,A r l i ng ton ,  he  pu rchased
the  rema ins  o f  t he  o ld  A r l i ng ton  M i l l s ,  wh ich  were  des t royed  by  the
Un ion  t roops  du r ing  the  War .  The  A r l i ng ton  M i l l s  had  been  e rec ted
in  the  1830s  by  George  Wash ing ton  Parke  Cus t i s  t o  g r i nd  fLou r  f o r
h i s  A r l i ng ton  es ta te .  I n  L924  Dr .  Ba rc ro f t  so ld  the  M i l l  t o  Rober t
Tay lo r ,  And  i n  1926 ,  t he  o ld  l andmark  was  aga in  des t royed  i n  a
te r r i b le  f i r e .  Du r ing  the  1890s  Dr .  Ba rc ro f t  had  rnoved  to  h i s
Fa i r fax  p rope r t y  and  e rec ted  ano the r  m i l l  on  Ho lmes  Run .  I n , the
1950s ,  t he  Lake  s ide  conmun i t y  o f  Lake  Barc ro f t  was  named  in  h i s
hono.r .

The  A lexandr ia ,  Loudoun  and  Hampsh i re  Ra i l road  vh i ch  ran  up  the
Four  M i l e  Run  va l l ey  f ron  1853  to  1968 ,  rea l l y  he lped  p lace  Barc ro f t
on  the  map ,By  the  tu rn  o f  t h i s  cen tu ry ,  a  l i t t l e  v i l l age  - -  comp le te
w i th  s tone  qua r ry ,  b lacksmi th  shop ,  genera l  s to re ,  ca t t l e  pens ,  and
the  o ld  m i l l  - -  had  sp rung  up  a round  the  ra iL road  s top .  The  s ta t i on ,
wh ich  was  on  the  wes t  s ide  o f  t he  t racks ,  sou th  o f  Co lumb ia  p i ke ,
was  a  foca l  po in t  f o r  t he  comrnun i t y .

By  1898 ,  t he  v i l l age  had  i t s  own  pos t  o f f i ce ;  i n  1903  a  l oca l
newspaper  was  s ta r ted  he re ;  i n  1908  the  f i r s t  schoo l  opened ;  i n  19O7
the  C i t i zens ;  Assoc ia t i on  was  fo r rned ;  i n  1910  the  Schoo l  and  C iv i c
League  was  o rgan ized ;  and  the  Coun tys '  f i r s t  pub l i c  t ranspor ta t i on
system --  the AB&W Bus Line (now part  of  the METRO system) was
begun  he re  i n  1919  by  Rober t  Mays .

When  S tephan  lTb igh t  resubd iv ided  the  Corbe t t  f a rm,  he  b rough t  i n
B .F .  Pe r ron  as  a  bu i l de r .  Mr .  Pe r ron  e rec ted  ove r  30  hones  by  1908 .
In  1914  Wa l te r  O 'Hara  began  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  subd iv i s ion  "Nor th
Barc ro f t " ,  even tua l l y  add ing  143  homes  to  the  rap id l y  g row ing
commun i t y .  The re  were  seve ra l  o the r  add i t i ons  to  the  comnun i t y
du r ing  the  1920s  and  I930s ,  and  i n  the  1980s ,  t he  Ko lb -Payne  fa rm
on  Persh ing  Dr i ve  was  d i v ided  and  new hones  bu i l t ,

o r l y  7  o f  t he  p re -1910  homes  su rv i . ve ;  Bu t  many  f i ne  exampres  o fhomes  f rom the  r9 r0  to  1930  e ras  reamin .  Th -e  commun i t y  i ' s  a  s f , rongact ive area,  very  proud of  i ts  her i tase,  and det ; ; ; i ; ; l  I I  i "u" . "u .t he  bes t  o f  i t s  i Jas t  f o r  t he  f u tu re .




